Diwali

WORLDWIDE

More than a billion
people from a
variety of faiths
celebrate Diwali
across the world.

What is Diwali?
This ve day celebration is one of the biggest holidays in India. It is
also known as the “festival of lights”.
Diwali is known as the festival of lights due to the tradition of lighting oil lamps
and decorating homes with twinkling lights. The lights are used to symbolize inner
light and protect from spiritual darkness.

KNOW

Different religions
celebrate Diwali
differently. But it is
one of the most
popular festivals of
HInduism.

This year Diwali begins on November 4th 2021.
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DID YOU KNOW?

RANGOLI

TRIUMPH

Diwali is a Hindu holiday
now celebrated by many
people with different
backgrounds and
religions

Rangoli is traditional art
made on a table top or
oor using colored
sand or other materials.

Diwali celebrates the
victory of light over dark,
knowledge over
ignorance and good
over evil.

TODAY

There are 4 million
Indian Americans
living in the US.

Diwali is Celebrated
Over 5 Days
Day 1: People clean their homes and shop for
gold items to bring good fortune.
Day 2: People decorate their homes with
lamps, lights and Rangoli patterns.
Day 3: The main day of the festival, families
gather together and celebrate the Goddess
Lakshmi with feasts and fireworks.
Day 4: This is the first day of the new year on
the Hindu Calendar. People bring gifts and well
wishes for the season to friends and relatives.
Day 5: Is a day to celebrate the bond between
brothers and sisters. Siblings will gather
together to celebrate.

Local Event
On November 13th the Indian Community
Center of Rochester is celebrating Diwali. Nonmembers are welcome and information is
available on their Facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/ICCROCHESTERNY/

RANGOLI
People to Know
Lakshmi- one of the most popular goddesses
from Hindu mythology Lakshmi is known as
the goddess of wealth, fortune, power, beauty
and prosperity. Diwali is a time when families
pray to Lakshmi but also welcome her into
their homes with lights and rangoli patterns
hoping to receive her blessings of wealth and
luxury.
Rama and Sita- In this tale from Hindu
religion, Prince Rama rescues his wife Sita
from the evil Ravana. This story of triumph and
commitment to those we care about is told
during Diwali to celebrate the power of
goodness and the victory of light over darkness.

DIG DEEPER: DIWALI
WATCH: Diwali and the Story of Rama and Sita
https://youtu.be/pp59n0So-XE
READ: Picture books about Diwali
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/celebrate-diwali-with-books
CREATE: Your Own Rangoli Designs
For Younger Kids:
https://youtu.be/NBie7oeQExQ
For Older Kids:
https://youtu.be/KgiUiNBa1AI

