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Latinx Influential Figures

Joan Baez - Spokesperson for the anti-war effort, a civil rights activist, and a powerful,
unforgettable singer-songwriter Joan Baez sang “We shall overcome” at the March on
Washington for civil rights in 1963.

Magdalena Carmen Frida Kahlo y Calderdn - was a Mexican painter known for her many
portraits, self-portraits, and works inspired by the nature and artifacts of Mexico.

Cesar Chavez - Union leader and civil rights activist, Cesar Chavez spent his life working to
improve the lives of millions of agricultural workers, many of whom lived lives of poverty and
hardship.

Roberto Clemente - First Latino in Baseball Hall of Fame. In Rochester, there is a school named
after him - Roberto Clemente School #8.

Chang Diaz - Chang Diaz became the first Hispanic astronaut when NASA selected him in 1980.

Tom Flores - Tom Flores, first Mexican-American NFL head coach, was a trailblazer and two-time

Super Bowl winner.

Dolores Huerta - Huerta is an American labor leader and civil rights activist who, with Cesar
Chavez, is a co-founder of the National Farmworkers Association, which later merged with the
Agricultural Workers Organizing Committee to become the United Farm Workers

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez - Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez made history when she became the

youngest woman ever to serve in the United States Congress at 29.



Ellen Ochoa - On April 8, 1993, Ellen Ochoa became the first Hispanic woman in the world to go
into space. In 2013, Ochoa became the first Hispanic director, and second female director, of the

Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.

Sylvia Rivera - Venezuelan-Puerto Rican trans woman, was a pioneering LGBT activist who
fought tirelessly for trans rights, often credited as the person to "put the "t" in LGBT activism”.
She was an advocate for LGBT people, ethnic minorities, and the homeless. Sylvia’s Place and
the Sylvia Rivera Law Project were both named in her honor and still work for the safety and
rights of LGBT people to this day.

lleana Ros-Lehtinen - She was the first Latina to serve in the Florida house; the first Latina in
the Florida senate; the first Latina to serve in the US House of Representatives; the first Latina
and the first Cuban-American in Congress; and the first woman to ever be chair of a regular

standing committee of the House.

Maria Elena Salinas - With more than 30 years on our TV screens, Maria Elena Salinas is the
longest running female news anchor on U.S. television and is the first Latina to receive a
Lifetime Achievement Emmy. Dubbed the “Voice of Hispanic America” by The New York Times.

Selena - Pop superstar who brought Mexican Tejano music to the masses. She’s one of the most
influential Latin artists of all time, winning a Grammy award in 1993 and a gold record in 1994.
Selena was one of the few Latin pop stars who crossed over into the mainstream.

Sonia Sotomayor - Sotomayor became the first Latina Supreme Court Justice in U.S. history.

During her time in the Supreme Court, Sotomayor has worked tirelessly to be a voice for women

and ethnic minorities in criminal justice reform.

Daniela Vega - Chilean actress, Vega was on Time's 100 Most Influential People list and became

the first transgender person to present at the Academy Awards.



Local Hispanic Restaurants

3 Latino Restaurant Inc- 211 W Ridge Rd, Rochester, NY 14615
El Divino Restaurant - 1149 Lyell Ave, Rochester, NY 14606
El Latino Restaurant - 1020 Chili Ave, 1020 Chili Ave, Rochester, NY 14611
El Sabor De La Isla - 1019 Norton St, Rochester, NY 14621
El Sazén Restaurant - 144 Lyell Ave, Rochester, NY 14608
Juan & Maria's Empanada Stop - 280 Union St N #6014, Rochester, NY 14609
La Casa Restaurant - 93 Alexander St, Rochester, NY 14620
La Olla Criolla - 1584 E Main St, Rochester, NY 14609
Latino Paradise - 216 Hudson Ave, Rochester, NY 14605
. Los Gallos Mexican Grill - 2700 W Ridge Rd, Rochester, NY 14626
. Los Tres Latinos Restaurant (Tatico y Mena) - 352 Jay St, Rochester, NY 14608
. Munchies - 154 N Clinton Ave, Rochester, NY 14604

L ©® N o Uk W N

=
o

=
=

e
w N

. Neno's Gourmet Mexican Street Food Dinner In - 642 Monroe Ave, Rochester, NY
14607
14. Sobrinos - 1456 N Clinton Ave, Rochester, NY 14621




Local Historyv - Ibero., Puerto Rican Festival, & Poder

Ibero - The Ibero-American Action League, Inc. was incorporated as a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit

organization in 1968, with the help of the Catholic Diocese of Rochester.

The Ibero-American Action League, Inc. quickly established deep roots in the Rochester
community. Many of the programs were geared towards helping those in need, especially
Hispanics, so they could gain the necessary skills to raise their socioeconomic status and
self-sufficiency. The Bilingual Secretarial Training Program and the Skilled Trades Programs were
two examples of the agency’s many initiatives during that time.

Rochester Puerto Rican Festival - In 1969, Ibero helped launch the Rochester Puerto Rican

Festival, parade and pageant: a weeklong celebration of Puerto Rican culture and music. The
Puerto Rican Festival is still an independent volunteer committee and the festival is the longest
running festival in the Rochester region.

Poder - In 2015, Ibero launched the first 24-hour Latin radio station in the state, outside of New
York City. Poder 97.1 FM WEPL first broadcast was on November 30th, 2015 and after a social
media contest, “Vivir la Vida” by Marc Anthony was chosen to be the first song ever broadcast
on the air.

Today Ibero has evolved into an agency that serves individuals and families of all ethnic
backgrounds, and our unique ability to target the Latino community remains unprecedented in
this region. We have offices in Rochester, Buffalo, Albany, Amsterdam and in the Southern Tier
in Waverly. We’ve grown from eight employees to over 300 staff and owns Rochester’s first
24-hour Latin radio station, Poder 97.1 FM.



Latin Dances

Social Latin American Dances
Salsa
Bachata
Merengue
Mambo
Kizomba
Zouk
Reggaeton
Argentine tango
Bomba
Plena
Latin Ballroom Dances
Samba
Rumba
Cha-Cha-Cha
Paso Doble
Jive



